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B u t t e r c u p s  
by Frauke Gimpel 

 
Buttercups is a hat that I designed and knit on my 
summer vacation 2011 in Iceland within a few days. 
My first sample of this design consists of 3 coils and 
3 colors. You need 3 colors for buttercups. 
 
The design is inspired by Iceland and keeps your 
head nice and warm because of the Fair-Isle-Pattern. 
The lines in the crown stand out physically due to the 
opposing decreases. 
 
 
 
 

Material: 
Yarn with a meterage of 160 m on 50 g in 3 colors, 50 g each 
color 1: dark grey 
color 2: medium grey  
color 3: light grey (you will by far not need 50g) 
 
In original: Ístex Kambgarn  
Alternatives e.g. by Drops: Merino Extra Fine, Karisma, Lima, Fabel, Fabel Print 
 
Needles: 
3,5mm – US 4, Imperial 9 
Either one large circular needle for magic loop 
technique, one short circular needle for the 
circumference of the head or a set of 4 or 5 double 
pointed needles. Alternatively 2 circular needles. If you 
work with the short circular needle you will need the 
double pointed needles for the decrease part. 
 
gauge:  
24 stitches, 30 rounds = 10 x 10 cm or 4 x 4 inches 
adjust needle size or pattern if your gauge is different. 
 

Size: 
head circumference 55 cm in average 
 
cast on: 
Start with dark grey (color 1). Cast on 120 stitches with 
long tail cast on. Close to circle, mark the beginning of 
the round. 
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Tip:  
1. Long tail cast on is recommended because it keeps the cast on edge 
stretchy to some degree.  
2. Instead of 120 stitches, cast on 121 and knit the first and the last stitch to-
gether when starting to prevent a gap in the connection spot. That means you 
knit the stitch you cast on last with the stitch you cast on first  in a k2tog. 

 
ribbing and base: 
Work ribbing k1 p1 for 16 rounds. Then knit all stitches for 6 rounds.  
 
 
pattern of Buttercups: 
The main color now is middle grey (color 2). In the first round of this new color increase 
evenly by 12 stitches. For that lift the strand between 2 stitches and knit that through the 
back loop. (132 stitches). Now you will work 11 pattern sections.  
 

Multi color knitting or Fair Isle or stranded 
knitting is way easier than most people think. 
With a woven inside there will not be loops and 
strands on the inside that pull the fabric or get 
you cought in them. In my youtube channel and 
my blog I have several videos on how to work a 
woven inside when working with 2 colors. 
(www.hyperactiveknitting.blogspot.com) With 3 
colors this works simmilarly. 
 
Since the color changes are not very far appart 

in this pattern, it is also fine to keep the floats on the inside if you prefer. Just pay atten-
tion on not getting it too tight.  

color 1  
color 2  
color 3 �  

chart 1 
12            
11            
10            
9     �  �       
8    �  �  �  �      
7     �  �       
6            
5            
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2           �  
1            

 
upper pattern and crown: 
The pattern of the upper section and the crown 
are inspired by Icelandic knitting, mainly by yo-
ke pullovers, that I looked at before designing 
this hat.  
 
 

 
color 1  
color 2  
color 3 �  
no stitch  
k2tog (knit 2 together) > 
slip 1, knit 1, pulled slipped over knit stitch < 
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chart 2 
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The last 11 stitches (all in dark grey, color 1) remain after completing chart 2. Cut your 
yarns with longer tails and pull the dark grey (color 1) tail through remaining stitches. 
Weave all ends in. Done, let the winter come! 
 
For all questions and help just contact me. I also love to see pictures of your finished 
products. 
 
Email: knitting@shared-files.de  
 

This pattern is not for sale. Commercial use and any 
printing or multiplication or translation only permissible 
with my consent. 
 © Frauke August / September 2011 


